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& 17 ALL THINGS SHEWING THYSELF A PATTERN DF 
GOOD WORKS 5 IN DOCTRINE SHEWING UNCORRU T+ 
NESS, | GRAVITY, SINCERITY, SOUND SPEECH THT 
CANNOT BE.CONDEMNED ; THAT HE THAT 18 OF TW 
CONTRARY PART MAY BE ASHAMED, HAFING NO EFTL 
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Mzx in public life are placed up;)n 
an eminence, which expoſes their conduct to inipes- 
tion on every hide, In ſome caſes, they are hardy 
allowed the apology which human 1mpertectitn 
pleads in their behalf. But with this deduQiich, 
we certainly have a right to expe&t a conduct ai d 
behaviour correſponding with the office they ſuſtath. 

Particular qualifications are requilite to particut ;r 
offices. A man, who may be eminently qualifird 
for one, may be wholly incompetent to the duti 3s 
of another. Providence aſſigns every man his p3t- 
ticular ſtation, and furniſhes him with abilities Yo 
diſcharge the duties of it. 41h 

Almolt all nations, of all religions, have ſeparatif 
and ſet apart a particular order of men to be teach&s 
of their ſacred myſteries. The Jews, by Gop's ſp2- 
cial appointment, had their different-orders of prick 3. 
The Pagan nations, dire&ted cither by the light :5f 


A 


nature or their own fancies, had theirs alſo. Differ- 
ent religions, and even the ſame under different di- 
penſations, require different qualifications in thoſe 
who are ſet apart for public inſtructors. 

Purity of life and manners have always been re- 
quired in the miniſters of true religion. The gol- 
pel, far from lowering the qualifications Of its public 
teachers, has added new requiſites. Under the Mo- 
faic diſpenſation, a ſon of Levi might be admitted 
as legally qualified for the ſervice of the temple, it 
his body were free from blemiſhes, and his lite from 
groſs immoralities, let the temper of his heart be as 
it might. . Under the goſpel it is far otherwiſe. 
Here it is of primary importance that a public teach- 
er ſhould be a real experimental Chriſtian. That 
he ſhould be called out from the world by grace, 
and Chriſt revealed in him, \n order to qualify him 
to preach the goſpel.* No other qualihcation can 
ſupply the place, or ſuperſede the neceſſity, of this. 
It a man could ſpeak with the tongues of men and 
angels, and had the gitt of prophecy, ſo as to un- 
derſtand the divine myſteries, and could compre- 
hend the vaſt depths of human knowledge, and yet 
were deſtitute of this heavenly charity, this ſupreme 
love to Gop, and love to man, he would lack an 
eflential qualification for the work.} He might, 
indeed, become a popular preacher, and be admired 
by thoſe who themſelves are ſtrangers to the power 
of religion ; but his preaching being only with en- 
ticing words of man's wiſdom, and not in demon- 
{tration of the Spirit, and with power, he would 
appear. to the ſerious experimental Chriſtian, only 
as a © ſounding braſs, and a tinkling ſymbal.” 

, It will not be underſtood that we ſuppoſe grace 
alone qualifies a man to preach the goſpel ; or that 
we ſuppoſe every gracious or good man is called to 


* Gal i, 15—17, } x Cor. xi. 
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this work; by no means. For, although we tk 
it an indiſpenſable qualification, it is not the caly 
One. 

We conceive that. thoſe, who are intended* by 
Heayen for this important work, are eticadBa 
furniſhed with natural gitts ; theſe are Gnaified by 
divine grace ; improved in a greater or leis degree 
by education ; and that they are ſpecially called.;to 
the work by the HoLYy GrosT. St. Paul's addiels 
in this epiſtle accords with this ſentiment. is 
words are, * To Titus mine own ſon after the comizon 


faith,” Titus was probably one of the ſeals of «he 


Apoftle's muuiſtry ; hence he felt a _—_ lively inter- 


_ eſt in his proſperity, and ever treated him with 


the afteftionate tenderneſs of a ſpiritual father. 
uſes jfimilar expreſhons in his epiſtles to Tanoli's 
and Philemon. The appellation of fon frequas is 
occurs, when addrefling his younger brethren in he 
miniſtry ; eſpecially ſuch as he had been intrnag 
tal in converting to Chriftianity. The relat;on 
here claimed was wholly founded in grace ; ing 2 
participation and| communion in the fame div.ae 
bleſiings. F 
In our text the Apoſtle endeavours to 1mpreſs s (hc 
mind of Titus with two important ideas, 1, e. Hg 
he ought to live, and How he ought to preach, yy 
he would approve|himſelt unto God, and be uleyl 
to his fellow-men. | In |\the enſuing diſcourſe we {lx jll 
attempt to illuſtrate | theſe two, particulars. Vie 
proceed, «1+ 
FixzsgT, To ſhow how a minitter ought to liv FT 
« In all things, ſaith the Apolile, ſhewing thyſelf a þ: #- 
tern of good works,” It is expected that miniith 
will inſtruct by their example as well as by their 


- doctrine. 'This is perhaps the moſt difficult part j* 


” 


» « An heterodox converſation, ſaith one, will carry an orthodox prex Þ- 
er to hell,” BPEurkitt in loc. 
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A man in any ſtation-in life, whoſe profeſſion and 
conduct difagree, muſt appear miſerably inconſiſtent ; 
but in none can it appear more ſo, than in a miniſ- 
ter of the goſpel. It 1s a melancholy remark which 
has often, and too juſtly, been made upon a preacher 
of this deſcription ; © When he 1s in the pulpit, it 
' is a pity he ſhould ever come out ; and when he is 
out, it 1s a pity he ſhould ever go in again.” To 
guard Titus againſt thrs inconſiſtency of conduct the 
Apoſtle charged him 7#n all things to ſhew himſelf a pat- 
tern of good works, worthy the imitation of his flock. 

A few remarks may be neceflary in order to dif- 
_ tinguiſh between a mere ſelt-righreous exactneſs, and 
thoſe works which CarisT will own as good at the 
laſt day. 

A good work, conſidered in a ſcriptural or evangel- 
ical ight, muſt be performed from a right principle, 
done 1n a proper or becoming manner, and directed 
to a right end. The principle muſt be a regard to 
what 1s right, or in other words, a deſire to do our 
duty. The manner of doing a good work will be 
always limited and directed by the rule, or law 
which requires it. The end of every good action is 
deſcribed in the following words of the Apoſtle : 
*« Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of Gop.” This is indeed to 
att right. It 1s to act like Gop himſelf. 

But do ſuch as were never renewed' by divine 
grace ever act in this manner ? As reaſonably might 
you expect to gather © figs of thiſtles, or olive ber- 
ries of thorns,” as to find good fruit on a bad tree. 
The tree muſt be made good in order to its bringing 
forth good fruit. $0 it 1s conceived, that our works 
will be denominated by our final Judge, not accord- 
ing to the effe&t produced, but by the temper of 
heart which influenced us to them. * The Athe- 
nians once complained to the oracle of Ammon that 
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the gods had declared in favour of- the Lack jnok 
nians, who/offered only a ſmall number of vid jms, 
and thoſe meagre and mutilated. To which th; or- 
acle, it is ſaid, replied ; that not all the facrifiecy of 
the Greeks were equal in worth tothe humble n 
eſt prayer, in which the Lacedemonians were 30n- 
tented with: imploring only real bleflings © the 


gods.!! : 

A dinner of herbs civen in love, inthe true < irit. 
of the goſpel, is'more acceptable than a /alled ox with 
hatred, Hence you ſee that-it is the temper of: the 


heart which determines the moral quality 'of = ge 
d 


"actions. Every Chriſtian ' is by the grace of | 
pofleſied of a temper in ſome degree correſpon 
with his duty.| This temper is the effect of the:re- 
generating influences of the Spirit of God,  *For 
ye are his workmanſhip, (faith the Apoſtle) created in 
CHRIST JE8Us unto good works, which” Gon hath. be- 
fore ordained that we ſhould walk in them.” TI; is 
the new man in Car1sT therefore whoſe works are: 
good. | This ſeems to have been one great; ynd 
which CHrIsT had in view in dying for his peogde ; 
* Who gave himfelt for us, that he. might agetw | 


us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
bar people, zealous of good works.” 

But it may be aſked, what are the works theen- 
ſelves which may be denominated good, if done frixma | 
a right temper ? I anſwer, every a& of obedie; ice 
will come under this denomination. CHRIST caled 
is preaching and miracles good works. ** Mzhy 
good works (faid he) have!l thewed you of my Fathez ; 
tor which of theſe works do you ſtone me?” +; 

A certain woman, who had experienced the 
doning love of CHR1sT, urged on by the Tron 4 4 
timents of her own heart, came with a box of Þp 'e- 
cious ointment, and ſtood behind him-while he Ks 
at meat and poured it on his head. Some oft 
{elhſh diſciples, not knowing the meaning of wt # 
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ſhe had done, began very freely to cenſure her con- 
du& ; «© To what purpoſe (ſaid they) 1s this waſte ? 
For this ointment might have been fold for much, 
and given to the poor.” Wretched parimony in- 
deed ! To think what is beſtowed upon the blefled 
Jzsvs waſted ! What, dare cenſure and grieve this 
humble penitent too! © When Jzsvs underſtood it, 
he faid unto them, why trouble ye the woman ? for 
ſhe hath wrought a gaod work upon me.” So pleal- 
ing was this token of grateful reſpe&t to CrrisT, that 
he gave commandment that whereſoever this goſpel 
ſhould be preached in the whole world, this ſhould 
be told as a memorial of the woman. 

Should it be inquired more particularly, what are 
the good works which a miniſter is to be a pattern 
of to his people ; the text anſwers, © All.” But 
we may notice PIR 1it. He muſt be a pat- 
tern to them of every ſocial and domeſtic virtue. 
They will naturally look to him for an example, and 
they expect to ſce him exhibit, in the various oftices 
of ſocial life, a pattern worthy of their imitation. 
He muſt be courteous and condeſcending, but not ſer- 
vile; prudent, but not too reſerved. 

A miſtaken 1dea of miniſterial dignity and impor- 
tance has led ſome to put on forbidding airs, by 
which means many of their people have approached 
them with as much terror as they would a ghoſt. 
Others, by too familiarly becoming all things to all 
men, have let themſelves down 1o low, as entirely to 
lole their influence and reſpect. 

In order to be a pattern for others to imitate, a 
miniſter need to be exceedingly circumſpect in all 
the walks of ſocial life. Much of his uſetulneſs un- 
doubtedly depends on this circumſtance. "There are 
ſome, who preach found dotrine, but in their ſocial 
intercourſe with their friends, they are havghty, 
peevith, and unſocial ; or, on the other hand, they 
are t00 trilling and vain. The miniſter, who would 
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wiſh to be extenſively uſeful, will /eek to Mee 6 all 
men, not for the fake of gaining their applauſe, but 


for their good unto edification. x 


24. He muſt be a pattern of kindneſs and begevo- 
lence. His heart ſhould be the ſeat of all the de 
affections which warm and expand the human beaſt 
His duty will often call him to the habitations &f {or- 
row \and diſtreſs; and although the great obj*& of 
his viſit 1s to hold up the conſolations of the g; ſpel, 
and point the anxious mind to the remedy yhich 
God has provided for the penitent {inner ; yet his 
tender ſympathies'will ſeem to do good. like a racdi- 
cine. His affe&tionate tenderneſs to the childr:;n" of 
aflliction will leave, an impreflion upon their 3 inds; 
that will not be eaſily eraſed. * 

To ſtand aloof at ſuch'a ſeaſon, or even to dr i cove 
er an unfecling indifference towards thoſe whoſe 
comfort and eternal welfare he is bound to ek, 
would be utterly inconſiſtent with the office be ful. 
tains, 
But ſympathies, counſels and prayers are net all 
that a miniſter is called upon to beſtow. He will « ften 
find objects of diſtreſs which will need pecuniary aſ- 
fiſtance alſo. Conceive for a moment that he is,;0n- 
ducted to a thatched cottage, or perhaps to a or pen | 
garret, On entering. the apartment he behol 
tellow| being ſtretched gn a wretched couch, ſifug- 
gling with the laſt conyullions of diflolving nabare, 
and expecting in a few moments to launch into the 
wide occan of eternity. He looks up upon ae | 
ſervant of CyrisT with all the ſolicitude of a dying 
man, and thus addrefles him : ** O Sir, I belies e LI 
have but a little longer to live, and 1 fear I am-not - 
prepared to die. I have been a great inner. ao 
you think there can be mercy for Puch a one? What 
{hall I do? I would giye a world for an afſuranc;} of | 
an intereſt in Carisr. Do pray for me, that Gov | 
may have mercy upon my poor ſoul, and rardoliay | 
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ſins and fit me for my great and laſt change.” 
Prayers are offered up for him. He falters apace. 
He attempts again to ſpeak, and thank his friend, 
and to let bc Eb that he now feels willing to give 
himſelf up, foul and body, into the hands of CuzisT; 
and that he hopes, through the mercy of Gop, 
he ſhall be finally ſaved. His ſtrength is exhauſted, 
and he feems now as it he were going without ano- 
ther ſtruggle or ſigh. But the fobs of ſurrounding 
grief again arouſe him from the ſtupor of death, 
and for a moment his attention from things 
eternal, He once more opens his eyes, and beholds 
the dear partner of his earthly joys and cares, hold- 
ing her little babes by the hand, ſtanding by him. — 
AtteQionate tenderneſs flows in her falling tears, and 
the deep pangs of grief, which no language can de- 
ſcribe, heave her afflicted boſom. The affeting 
ſcene arreſts the laſt unbroken fibre which remains 
about his heart ;—and in faltering accents he is 
heard to ſay, © Adiew, my conſtant loving mate— 
farewel my ſweet babes—l muſt go and leave you, — 
Gop of mercy, to thy infinite compaſſion I com- 
mend them : for thou haſt ſaid, & Leave thy father- 
leſs children, I will preſerve them altve, and let thy 
widows. truſt in me.” Could a feeling benev- 
olent miniſter leave ſuch a icene of diſtreſs without 
attempting a {mall alleviation ? No furely ; if he had 
but two mites in his pocket, he would freely beſtow 
them, 

But, it 1s not enough that this kind affe@ion 
ſhould appear in a ſingle ſolitary inſtance. He muſt 
be © given to hoſpitality.” It muſt become a fixed 
habit, While he inculcates the duties of charity and 
benevolence upon. his people, he muſt ſhow himſelf 
a pattern of the ſame good works, 

I add, 3dly. He muſt be a pattern of vprightne/s and 
integrity. His engagements of every kind will be 
made with great caution ; and he will endeavour to 
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diſcharge them with conſcientious exaQtneſs. $i.ould 
he once appear to be regardleſs of them, and t if tri 
fle with his own appointments, his people would foon 
loſe all confidence in him. His condu&t mw+ be 
free from the appearance of equivocation and dikceit, 
not only in things of a ſpiritual nature, but at's in 
thoſe of a temporal. Should he prevaricarte in ttjngy 
of a temporal nature, his hearers might ſuppot# he 
would do the ſame in the great concerns of religzon. 
Such a line of condu&t would not only deſtr6f} his: 
own uſefulneſs, but tend to weaken the influent of 


Chriſtian morality, and expole its important Joc- 


trines to contempt. | 
I remark once more, PA 


4thly. He muſt in an eſpecial manner be a patzern 
of piety and habitual godlineſs, This will be nn! 


bly expected from him. Both faints and finnersex- 
pect that their miniſter will be a man of exempzary 
piety. The idea of an irreligious ungodly mintfer 
1s ſhockingly abſurd. Few perſons are ſo loſt to;all 
ſenſe of virtue and propriety, as not to reſpect 5 d 
venerate that miniſter, who approves himſelf ;to 


their conſciences in the ſight of God, that he is Fi 


cere in his proteſhon and condutt. 


His houſe wul be a houſe of prayer. ' Nothfag 
will be indulged there by his knowledge and conſegt, 


inconſiſtent with the pious reſolution of J Joly, 
* As for me and my houſe we will ſerve the Lor&,” 


In his family and parochial viſits, he will endely i 


our to promote the ſpiritual intereſts of his Hoc 


At all proper ſeaſons he will introduce religious ca h- | 


yerſation ; not merely for the ſake of talking abo 8 
it, but| from a real defire for the ſalvation of the 
precious {ouls. 

But | it will be difficult to diſcharge theſe Jutths 


aright, and in a manner which will encourage ſucce$, 


unleſs the prevailing temper of the heart correſponYs 


with them. How important then, that the Chrif- 
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tian miniſter ſhould have his heart at all times under 
the influence of divine love. Without this habitual 
temper, he will exhibit a very imperfect pattern for 
his people to imitate. This piety will alſo diſplay 
itſelf with peculiar force in his public preaching. 
But I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak more of this here- 
after ; therefore I proceed to ſhew, 

SECONDLY, How the good miniſter 1s directed to 
preach ; © In dottrine ſhewing uncorruptneſs.” The 
{entiments which we exhibit to our people muſt be 
the pure unadulterated truths of Gop's word ; free 
from all mixture of human invention. The apoitle 
Peter has very elegantly compared young converts 
to new born babes; and recommended the /encere 
milk of the word as alone ſuited to their nouriſhment 
and growth 1n grace. 

In order to afliſt your meditations on this part of 
the ſubject, it may be proper to notice a few partic- 
ulars. 

1ſt; If our doctrine be uncorrupt and pure, we ſhall 
endeavour to bring into view and exhibit the char- 
ater of Gov, as we find it exhibited in the Bible. 
We ſhall not mutilate it, with a view of rendering 
it leſs exceptionable to his enemies. The infinite 
holineſs and juſtice of Gop, manifeſted in his law, 
will be brought into view, as well as his goodneſs 
and mercy proclaimed in the goſpel. 

The faithful miniſter will not tor fear of offending 
the bold tranſgreflor conceal the awful threatnings, 
which a juſt God has denounced againſt the impen- 
itent unbeliever. No, he will preach the uncorrupt- 
ed word, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear to hear. It concerns him to declare the 
truth faithfully, and leave the event with God. The 
ſpotleſs purity of the divine character, manifeſted in 
a univerſal hatred of fin and love of holineſs, will 
be much infiſted on. The faithful miniſter will en- 
deavour to ſthew his hearers, that the true happineſs 
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of all intelligent beings efſentially conſiſts in likends 1 
to Gon. Hewill aflure them, that * without holiness . 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord.” Were it poflible fyr | 
the impenitent ſinner to behold the ſplendours of the | 
divine glory, as they are diſplayed to the view of All ' 
holy beings, he would ſeek to ſhun the fight, ara | 
hide himſelf in the dark|recefles of endleſs night. ;: 

The goodneſs and mercy, of Gor will alſo be exhiy- ': 
ited as a ground of encouragement and ſuppart'to tFe |: 
humble and penitent. [That God can be uit arfl ff 
the juſtifier of him that believeth in Jzs8vs 1s a pre- 
cious truth. But it would be corrupt doftrine fo | 


infer, either from the goodneſs or clemency of the it - 


divine |\nature ;| or from the rich diſplays of grate 
and mercy made known in the. goſpel, that Gov 
will not puniſh the [finally impenitent whe 7, fi 
the threatnings denounced againſt them 1n his oF 
word. 7 
All reaſoning again& explicit declarations of truth 
is vain, Had the general deluge been foretold with 
as much certainty as the day of judgment] and tte 
future puniſhment of the wicked are, human reaſca | 
might have ſtated many unanſwerable objettions & | 
it. Arguments apparently founded upon the vert ': 
laws of nature might have been adduced 'to ſheyy | 
the impoſlibility of fuch |an event. But how impe> 
tent and unavalling are all ſuch reaſonings again: 
the fixed purpoſes of the great JeHovan, whe, 
after all, will * do all his pleaſure.” © He will havs ' 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom h+ | 
will he: hardeneth ;?? or leaveth in their hardnet: - 
In a word; it our do&rine be uncorrupt,! we ſha} : 
exhibit all the perfectiqns and attributes of Deity,” | 
as they are exhibited by the inſpired writers. +þ 

2dly, The character of man as a fallen, but ratior » : 
al accquntable |being | will be brought into views * 
No attempt will be made tg give it a falle colouring 
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The ſcriptures repreſent man as in a ſtate of total 
moral depravity. The whole head ſick, and the 
whole heart faint. The noble powers of the ſoul are 
all debaſed; Inſtead of that ſupreme love to Gon, 
which at firſt ennobled and elevated man to a rank 
but little lower than the angels, a degrading ſelt-love 
occupies his aftections. Yea, ſo total and univerſal 
is this depravity, that the apoſtle has in the moſt un- 
qualited ſenſe declared, that. ** the carnal mind is 
enmity againſt Gop ; for it is not ſubject to the law 
of Gob, neither indeed can be.” CarisT ſpeaking of 


the Jews id, «© but now have they both ſeen and 


hated, both me and my Father.” © What then, are 
we better than they? in no wiſe : For (faith the 
Apoſtle) we have before proved both Jews and Gen- 
tiles that they are all under fin.” He goes on to 
give a julit, but awtul picture of depravity.* The 
daily conduct of mankind in rebelling againſt the 
command of God, and in rejeding the goſpel, evin- 
ces the truth of theſe obſervations, It we believe 
that the carnal mind is enmity again/t Gop ; that ſinners 
hate both Gop and CurrsT ; that they love darkneſs 
rather than light ; we need no further evidence on 


"the ſubject. 


We are now prepared in the 3d. place, to remark 
upon the mediation of our, Lord Jzsus CHrisrT. 
Foreſecing the apoitacy of man, Gop was pleaſed to 
appoint a fit perſon to undertake the work of re- 
demption ; one that ſhould be able to fave even to 
the uttermoſt. If our dodrine be uncorrupt, we 
{hall hold up Jzsus CartsT in the ſame character that 
the ſcriptures do. They lead us to conceive of him 
as a divine perſon. They inform us, that © in the 
beginning was the Worp, and the WorD was with 
Gop, and the WorD was Gop.” Yea, that * all 


5 the fulneſs of the godhead dwells in him bodily.” 


* Sce Rom, wi, 9—18, 


. : 
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As 2 divine perſon he was intitled to and atint! 


divine honours. | It is written © thou ſhalt worſhip! 


the Loxd thy Gop, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve.” » 
« But when he bringeth his firſt begotten into the?! 


world he faith, and let all the angels of Gop worſhip? 


him.” He, that thought it not robbery to be _ 


with Gop, claimed equal honours. He declared that 


it was the will of him that ſent him, © That all men:/: 


ſhould honour the Son, even as they do the Father.” 


It is evident that the Jews underſtood Jzesus Canwr? 
to claim prerogatives and honours which did not /- 
belong to man ; for, when he aſked them for which 
of the good works which he had ſhewed them from 
his Father it was that they ſtoned him ; they an- * 


v/ 


_ 


; 
P 


{wered him, «© For a good work we ſtone thee not ; 7 
but for blaſphemy ; and becauſe that thou being a ; i 
man makeſt thyſelf God,” If CrxrisrT were no more Jl 
than a mere man, the Jews were undoubtedly right, : 

and by their law he ought to die. But ſhall we /ay All I 


him whom the Father hath ſanftified and ſent into the 


world, when he claims divine honours, that he 
F 


blaſphemeth ?* God forbid ! 

In the hands of this divine perſon was entruſted ©: 
the great work of redemption. No other perſon + 
was adequate to the arduous undertaking. It was 


foretold of him, that ** he ſhould not fail, nor be dif. 


couraged, until he had ſet judgment in the earth, 
and the ifles ſhould wait for his law.” By his per- 
fet obedience he eſtabliſhed and vindicated ' the 
rights of the Uivine law ; and by his ſpotleſs facri- 


| fice on the croſs, he made an atonement for ſin, and 


brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs. On this broad 
foundation the doctrine of reconciliation reſts. The 
proclamation of the goſpel proceeds upon the ſame 
footing. | But fuch is the fatal nature of depravity, 


* Tohn, x. 36, la. xlu. 4 
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that we ſhould ſtill periſh, if left wholly to ourſelves ; 
which leads me to remark, 

4thly, Upon the influences of the Divine Spirit, 
in convincing, regenerating, and fſanctitying the ſoul. 

It is the Se1zIT of Gop, who apphes truth to 
the heart, and convinces the ſinner of his loſt and 
miſerable condition. It 1s under the ſame divine in- 
fluence that the ſoul 1s formed anew, and the exer- 
ciſes of faith and repentance produced in it, and the 
whole moral temper entirely changed. Under the 
ſame heavenly influence the ſoul progreſles in ſanc- 
tification, until it is finally mectencd and prepared 
for the heavenly glory. 

I add once more, 5;thly. Uncorrupt doctrine, ac- 
cording to the ſcriptures, aflerts the eternal rewards 
of the ſaints, and the everlaſting puniſhment of the 
wicked. That men will be judged according to 
their works, and that their final ſtate will be deter- 
mined according to their moral characters, is no leſs 
a dictate of reaſon than a ſentiment of divine reve- 
lation. Then virtue ſhall meet its full reward, 
and vice, 1n all its hidden forms, ſhall be detected 
and puniſhed. The righteous ſhall then be received 
to a kingdom prepared for them from the founda- 


tion of the world, and the wicked ſhall go away into 


everlaſting puniſhment. The afflitions and ſorrows 
of the ſaints ſhall come to an end, and their everlaſt- 
ing reſt commence, *<* when the Lord Jzsvus ſhall be 
revealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
not Gop, and that obey not the goſpel of our Lord 
Jzsus CHRrisT : who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction from the preſence of the Loxp, and 
irom the glory of his power.” Theſe 'unpalatable 
truths will be retained as parts of the pure uncore 
rupted doctrine of the golpel, _ 

Had we time, we might enlarge on other particu- 
lars ; but it is thought the preceding are the moſt 


——— . 


but can never inſtruct and edity an audience. 


14: 


efſential ; and if theſe are held uncorrupt, the otlitiry 1 
will follow of courſe. Fj 
Y 


Under the firſt head of this diſcourſe we have : 
conſidered the general deportment and conduct of + »; 
a good miniſter, in the various walks of ſocial and ! 
domeſtic life. We have alſo attempted to ſhew what ; 
he'is to preach ; it now remains to ſhow how he 1 is | 
to |preach ; or the manner in which the uncorrupt -: 
doftrine is to be delivered from the pulpit. 7 

As well becoming the ſacred deſk, and the ſubjedts.-/ 
to be diſcuſſed, the Apoſtle in the text firſt mentions ; 
&* gravity.” 

The miniſter, who realizes the ſolemn work he 1 IS x, 
engaged in, can hardly be otherwiſe than grave, if; 
he conſiders himſelf as a meflenger, ſent by the eter- * 
nal God to publiſh ſalvation to dying men, and to# 
treat upon the awful realities of eternity ; that he is 3 
ſet|to watch for ſouls, as o0ne that muſt give account Z; 
at the great day, A 

This gravity does not| conſiſt in a dull monoto-: ' 
nous delivery ; but in a ſerious, fervid, folemn ad- 4 
dreſs, which carries evidence to the audience that > 
the ſpeaker believes and feels his ſubject himſelf. Az | 
certain divine, 1t 1s faid, | once aſked a comedian, ys. 
why the ſtage commanded the attention of an audi-: = 
ence ſo much more than the pulpit. © Sir, (repliedy 
the comedian) we deliver | #&ion as though it were ;; 
truth ; but you deliver ruth as it it were only hel, 
tion,” 

The gravity recommended in our text 1s dire&ly 5 
oppoſed to that diſplay of humour and lightneſs, of ;- 
wit and raillery, which are ſometimes played off; 2 
from the pulpit, as if it were a mere Harlequin ſtage.: ! 
It is alſo oppoſed to a flowery, bombaltic, unintelli-; 
gible ſtyle, which at moſt can only dazzle and amuſe, 2 
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The Apoſtle next adds, ** fincerity.” And of all the 
inconſiſtent characters in the world, an infincere 
reacher is the moſt deſpicable. Theſe may be con- 
fidered of two kinds: Such as preach what they do 
not fully believe ; and fuch as preach what they abs 
folutely diſbelieve. The firſt of theſe, though the 
leaſt criminal of the two, cannot be ſuppoſed to poſ- 
ſeſs true goſpel fincerity. A man ought to know 
experimentally the truths he preaches to others. 
He ought to believe them in his heart. If he has 
not felt their power upon his own foul he is poorly 
qualihed to recommend their exceliency to others. 
Such teachers too much reſemble the ſons of Sceva, 
who adjured an evil ſpirit by Jzsus, whom they faid 
Paul preached ; but whom they knew nothing a- 
bout. But the latter, who preach what they poſitive. 
ly diſbelieve, or conceal what they verily believe to 
be truth, no apology can reſcue from the ſevereſt 
cenſure. 

But can there be ſuch ? yes, the Apoſtle mentions 
ſome in his time, © who preached CHzrsT not ſin- 
cerely, but of contention. Others, © who ſubvert. 
ed whole houſes, teaching things which they ought 
not, for filthy lucre's ſake.” Shocking hypocrity ! 
What execrations muſt the wretch deſerve, who 
would dare thus to inſult Heaven, and deceive hjs 
fellow men. 

But every true miniſter of Cars can fay with 
the Apoſtle, © We are not as many which. corrupt 
the word of Gop, but as of ſincerity—in the ſight 
of Gop ſpeak we in CyrisT.” We © have renoun- 
ced the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking in 
craftineſs, nor handling the word of Gop deceitful- 
ly; but by manifeſtation of the truth commending 
ourſelves to every man's conſcience in the fight of 
Gop.” This is the ſincerity recommended in the 
text. 


V > 


£9 


— 


{ 


U 


The Apoſtle adds one direQion more, 1. e. ** Soi 
ſpeech, Ka cannot be condemned.” © 
It is not only important that we preach mY 
doqrine, but that we communicate our 1deas 
plain unequivocal terms, eaſy to be underſtood F 
every capacity, * Not in the words which may 3 
wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teac, - 
eth.” The Bible language is undoubtedly the beſt 
and, in general, we ought to endeavour to con 
the important ſentiments we preach in the wort 
made uſe of by the inſpired Writers. This langua 
being familiar, 1s more ealily Ja ut 8 Fo 
Apoltle allures us, that * If any man teach othe*- 
wile, and conſent not to wholeſome words, evi 
the words of our Lord JzsUus CnrisT, and to t 
doctrine which is according to godlinels, he is prow \ 
knowing nothing.” He's ignorant at leaſt of t 
beſt method of preaching'the goſpel, fo as to nr 
and edity his hearers, 
The man, who hves and preaches according to os 
deſcription now glven, can have no evil things ju 
ly faid of him. Should any, who are on the conte 
ry part, preſume to do it, they would have occaſich 
to be aſhamed of their condu. s 
If in the preceding remarks we have explained the ' 
true ſpirit of the text, they will naturally lead each : 
of us, who profeſs to be public teachers, to ſelf-exany- 
ination ; and our own conſciences, and thoſe of of r 
hearers alſo will witneſs, how far our lives a 
14 Ye correſpond with the injunctions of Kt 


4 

Our Brother, the Paſtor ele&, will permit a fe 
words of addreſs. 7 
5 
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REVEREND AND DEAR. SIR, 


WE are this day afſembled for the particular pur- 
poſe of committing to your paſtoral care, as an un- 
der ſhepherd, this flock of our Lord Jesvs ChHz1sT ; 
and to charge you with the overſight of it. 

« Simon, fon of Jonas,” ſaid CHrIsT to Peter, 
&«Joveſt thou me? Yea Lorp,” faid he, © thou 
knoweſt that I love thee.” Then © feed my ſheep.” 
Were we not perſuaded of your love to the bleiled 
Jesvs, we ſhould not dare to invite you to feed theſe 
ſheep and theſe lambs, for they are CyHrIsT's. Pur- 
chaſed with his precious blood, they are dear to him. 
Although they were once afar off from Gop in their 
ſins, we truſt they are now brought nigh ; having 
*© been waſhed, and juſtified, and ſantifhed in the 
name of the Lord Jzsvus, and by the Spirit of our 
Goo.” 

Theſe cannot live on huſks, nor fill themſelves 
with the caſt wind. Nothing can fatisfy their ſouls, 
bur the uncorrupted doctrines of the Croſs. You 
will determine therefore not to know any thing, 
nor to preach any thing as the foundation of the ſin- 
ner's hope, but © JzsUs Car1sT and him crucified.” 

Let it be always deeply imprefled upon your mind, 
that it is the goſpel of the blefled Gop which you 
preach. If you are faithful, although your ſucceſs 
ſhould not be ſo great as you could wiſh, yet you 
will ſtand approved by your final Judge. But, my 
Brother, it you live and preach according to the ſpir- 
it of our text, you may humbly hope for ſucceſs. 
You have much to encourage you. It is faid of our 
divine Maſter, that © for the joy that was ſet before 
him he endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and 
1s {et down at the right hand of the throne of Gop.” 
What joy is ſet before you, -.in the proſpe& of being 
happily inſtrumental of the ſalvation of your dear 
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people; and of having them for your crown © 
Joicing in the day of the Lord Jzsus. Dol tar: 
you ſaying, & I can of mine ownſelf do nothing ? The: 
work is difficult and arduous, and © who is ſufficiznt ' 
for theſe things ?” Without a divine influence 7, y 
exertions will all be in vain ?”7 For your cncourtge ; 
ment- permit me to remind you of that conſolzng : 
promiſe made by the blefled Jzsus to his diſcigfes, 
* Lol am with you alway, even to the end of the worm. ' | 
Precious words ! Methinks you are now ready to "Þ 
fay, © I can do all things through CHRIST ach | 
{trengtheneth me.” Go: then in the ſtrength! of - 
CHr1sT, and proclaim his precious goſpel; &nd : 
may the blefling of almighty Gop give ſucceſs to'he | 
word preached, M4 
If in a moment of deſpondency you ſhould th 
of relinquiſhing the work, you will call to mind}. 
ſolemn vows you made to Gop when you were ; rit 
brought to hope in his mercy. I have not foryot- | 
ten the days of your eſpou als (though far ayyay 
from this) when like Iſrael you Cowes the ai 
in the wilderneſs. When under the influence o S | 
heart warmed with the love of CarisTt? you vw Fre 
led to ſeek the ſalvation of your dear fellow nitn. 
Conſtrained by the fame love, may you go y On 
preaching the uncorrupted doctrines of the Criſs, | 
until you ſhall © finiſh your courſe with joy, {nd : 
the miniſtry which you have received of the L3rd [ 
JzsUs.” And will the Gop of all grace hold yo\.. un 
his hand, and make you faithful unto death ; &nd | 
when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, you ſhall? re- | 
ceive a crown of life, which fadeth not away. Cop : 
grant it for CarIsT's fake. 


<* "H*") 
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I now turn my addreſs to this Church and Cyn 
gregation. 
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BELOVED BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, 


HOW myſterious and wonderful are the diſpen- 
fations of Divine Providence ! Twelve months laſt 
April, you were called to part with your late be- 
loved Paſtor. This afflitive diſpenſation we felt 
very ſenſibly ; for his praiſe was in all our churches, 
which had the happineſs of an acquaintance with 
him. We obſerved with much pleature his reputa- 
tion and uſefulneſs increafing. The diſadvantages, 
which he at firſt laboured under from the want of a 
public education, he was enabled in a gy degree 
to overcome by perſevering 411% 5H and application 
to ſtudy. The amiableneſs of his diſpoſition, and 
the gentleneſs of his manners, endeared him to all his 
friends; while hisexemplarypiety, and uniform Chrif- 
tian conduct, ſpread a luſtre over his whole character. 
He finiſhed his labours, when. in the meridian of lite, 
and was called as we truſt to the boſom' of his God, 
to receive the rewards of a faithful ſervant. How 
ſolemn the event ! How very affeting and painful 
the ſtroke, which removed our brother from his 
family ang flock. Gov of infinite compaſſion, to 
thy tendereſt care we commend the dear bereaved 
widow ; beſeeching thee to be her Gop and Judge, 
and a Father to her fatherleſs children. In thee Ter 
them find mercy. 

In this gloomy afflited fituation you were ready 
to alk, * by whom ſhall Jacob ariſe?” You had no 
one to take you by the hand, and lead you to the 
wells of living water. But that Gop, whoſe coun- 
ſels are unſearchable, ſaw you in your low ſtate, when 
you were like ſheep without a ſhepherd. It was he 
who inclined the heart of our brother to come and 
vitit you, and at length to take up his abode with 
you. 

As we lately mourned with you when under the 
bereaving hand of Gop, ſo now we rejoice with you 
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in your preſent pleaſing” proſpects. Your entHte 
agreement in the choice of Mr. Pzax, we conliqzr 
as an encouraging preſage of your future tranquilli? 


and happineſs. We doubt not but you will endea}- | 


our to render his circumſtances as eafy as poſſible, 
that he may give himſelf wholly to the duties of Ms 


othce, that his profiting may appear to all. T;je 


Lord continue him to you, and make him a lo 


and rich bleffing to you and your children. Gep 
forbid that his preaching ſhould be a favour a6 
death to any.  'Take heed therefore how you hee. | 


Remember you muſt give account for the Timprove- 


ment of your precious privileges. May ſuch of yo, | 
as are yet ſtrangers to the love of Carisr, conlid\jr ; 
that you will be left without excuſe it you ont | 


impenitent. Be perſuaded then to liſten tot 


counſels of love and peace, which Gop is pleaſed $o : 
ſend yau by the miniſtry of the word. And O tint : 


Gop would pour out his Spirit upon you, and 13- 
vive his work in the midſt of the years; that th 

may be a day of his power, when many thall 0K 
to CHrIsT as doves to their windows. | Then 1 

your dear Miniſter, who is now ſowing in tears, rep 
in joy ; and when a few days and years more ha! * 
patled, you will meet together i in heaven, and ſpei { 
the vaſt round of eternity in praiſing and adori 
the Lamb that was flain; who was dead, and} 
alive, and who liveth forey er and ever. 


To conclude. This dear aflembly at large W-! 
permit me'tp remind them, that the ſolemn awh 1 
day is approaching, when we muſt individually tan ! 
before the dread tribunal of the great Jenoyan, eaq 1 
to give an account of himſelf. In order that yg 3 
may do it with joy and not with grief, be perſuad 1 
to attend to the concerns of your precious - foug.. 
« Behold, now is the accepted time! behold, now: ' 
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the day of ſalvation !”” The proclamation of mercy 
is yet ſounding in your ears, and God is ſtill wait- 
ing to be gracious. But remember that yet a little 
while, and he that comes will come and will not 
tarry, and then will he give to every man according 
to his works. The Lozp grant unto us, that we 
may find mercy in that day, and be accepted through 
the riches of grace in Jzsus CrrtsT, to dwell for- 
ever in the boſom of his love. < Now unto the 
King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, 
be bonour and glory forever and ever, 
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CHARGE, 
By the Rev. JOSEPH GRAFTON, of Newtas 
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IT is a pleaſing circumſtance, that ſeveral oj | us, 
who are in the miniſtry, and preſent on this occyion, 
have had an acquaintance with the Paſtor ele&t't 
number of years. We do not conſider him in;; The 
light of a young man, or a /tranger, who haj-his 
miniſterial character to form. From this acquzint- 
ance we form the moſt pleaſing and hopeful Id 
pation of his future uſefulneſs. 

My dear Brother, by the appointment ofthe 
Council, I am to give you a Charge, as is cuſtorF] ry 
on ſuch occaſions. Were 1 committing to 
care a valuable treaſure, you might naturally exfiect 
ſome directions, or charge reſpecting it, Were' 'ou 
to be initiated into ſome important office of $ ite, 

you would undoubtedly feel your high reſponitty 
ry Theſe things axe mere trifles, compared y 
the important duties devolving upon you, and be 
intereſts connected with this day's tranſactions. » | 

The declarative glory of God, and the eternab 
vation of men, are objects which demand your 
ous attention, and ſhould engrols your ſupreme Fic. 
tion. Secing theſe things are ſo, permit me to 
charge thee, therefore, befare Gop, and the Lozp bl | 8 
bc who ſhall judge the quick and the dead at his 

pearing and kingdom, Preach the word, be inftany in 
ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon. In preaching the word, ju 
muſt be attentive to what you preach. See that it 
cords with the Scriptures of truth. In preacty 
the word, you muſt neceſlarily bring into view 
4 | 
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divine charater; the holy nature, ſpirituality, 
and perpituity of the moral law; the moral de- 
pravity of man; the grace of Gop. as exhibited in 
the goſpel; the character and offices of the Re- 
deemer ; - the perſonality and agency of the Divine 
Spirit ; the neceſſity of good works in thoſe who 
believe, as evidences of the genuineneſs of their 
faith; the future and eternal happineſs of the 
ſaints; and the eternal miſery of thoſe who die in 
ſin,and impenitency. Theſe are ſome of-the car- 
dinal and diſcriminating points of Chriſtianity, which 
you are to preach ; and preach taem, my Brother, 


faithfully, affefionately, and. con/tantly. But, Sir, you 


are not only to take heed-to your doctrine, but. to 
yourſelf alſo : Be thou an example to believers, in word, 
in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity, 
A minilter, by a few irregularities, will ſoon deſtroy 
what he profeſles to build. Moſt preachers ſtrive to 
be great; but, my Brother, ſtrive to be good. In liv- 
ing agreeably to the precepts of truth, a miniſter will 
ſhine out of the pulpit as well as in. Be attentive to 
the diſcipline; pt the Church ; let negong be. done 
through; partiality ; in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe 
who oppoſe themſelves ;- if peradventure Gop will 
give, them repentance, to the acknowledging of 
the truth. You will, my Brother, be particular in 
adminiſtering the ſpecial ordinances of: the goſpel, 
how you adminiſter them, and to whom. Theſe 
are few and ſimple, viz. Baptiſm and- the Logd's 
Supper. A credible profeſſion of faith in Jzsus 
CHR1sT 1s a Bible pre-requiſite to Baptiſm, I cannot 
better expreſs mylelt .upon the mode than in the 


| language of Dr. Moſhiem, a late ingenious and learn« 


ed Pedo-Baptiſt eccleſiaſtical hiſtorian, Deſcribing 
the practice of-the Church in the 1ſt and 2d cen» 
turies, he ſays, *©the perſons that were to be baptized, 
after they had repeated the Creed, confefled and re- 
nounced their fins, were immerſed under water, and 
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received into Cxr1sT's kingdom, by a ſolemn \ny% 
cation of Father, Son, and Holy Gho/t ; accord 'g to 
the expreſs command of our bleſſed LorD.” wg: 
indulge a ſpirit of candour towards Chriſti 
different denominations ; remembering that ugan no 

external rite depends the ſalvation of the ſouls but 
7 never part with tru; or mutilate God's comn ands 
for the ſake of accommodation, | 


Should you be called to aflift in ſetting Tagen 


ers to the great work of tae miniſtry ; ſee tha&yot 
| commit theſc things, to feithful men, who ſh 
able to teach others alſo. Lay hands ſuddenly E2-no 
man. In a word, ſtudy to ſhew thyſelf appgyved 
unto Gop, a workman that needeth not to be faſhaz 
med, rightly dividing the word of truth. ' © 
grant that your union may be mutual and laſt ig 3 
and when your preſent connexion ſhall be diflo},ed, 
may you meet in glory, and ſpend the rolling PU od 
of cternity in celebrating redeeming grace and by 
Grant it, heavenly Fa THER, for CHRIsT's & 
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THE facred Scriptures inform us, that all 
Churches of Cnxrisr are members of one bodg: : 
and are united to one another in love, and to Curr 5 
their Head, by a living faith in his precious nane. © 
They alſo inform us, that the Right-Hand of Felk : ws | 
ſhip was given by the apoſtles to others inveſted 
the miniſterial office, Upon this principle this 
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- nificant Chriſtian ceremony has been continued 
down to the preſent day. Being, dear Sir, fully 
ſatisfied with your Chriſtian experience and call to 
the great work of the goſpel miniſtry, and alfo of your 
ſyſtem of doQrine and manner of life ; in the name 
and behalf of this Church, and of the venerable 
Council convened on the preſent occaſion, I give you 
the Right-Hand, as a token of friendſhip and fellow- 
ſhip. We cordially receive you in the arms of our 
Chriſtian afteftion as a fellow labourer in the vine- 
yard of our Loxp. Wee feel willing to engage you 
our afliſtance and counſel, at all times when requeſt. 
ed, as far as in us lies; and thall expect the ſame 
from you-in like circumſtances. 

May Gov of his infinite mercy make you, my 
dear Brother, a rich blefling to this people, and them 
to you. O that he would grant you many ſouls as 
the ſeals of your miniſtry, and crown of joy at the 
coming of the Loxd ; that when you be call- 
ed to drop this earthly houſe of your tabernacle, 
you may break forth in the language of the Apoſtle 
and fay ; *& I have fought the good fight, I have fin- 
iſhed my courſe, and kept the faith ; henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of glory, which Gop 
the righteous Judge will give at that day : And not 
to me only, but to all that love his appearing ; which 
may Goo grant for CarisT's fake ; 


AMEN. 
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